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Furmanalumni news 
SAC p romotes loyalty 
furman is and always has been a 
huge part of my life. Both my parents 
(Jane Heckert '73 and Brent Theiling 
'72) and my brother (Jason '99) 
attended Furman, so I've long been 
a Paladin fan. 
When I was young we lived in 
Columbia, S.C., and my dad and I 
made many trips to Greenville to 
watch Furman football. After games 
my father, a former Paladin player, 
would walk me down to the field. 
I rert:�ember once when we 
walked up and down the field and 
then just stopped on the 50-yard line. 
I looked at my father, who has always 
been a hero of mine, and watched as 
he smiled and his eyes danced. I 
was too young to understand what 
he was thinking, but I knew then that 
I too wanted to be a "Purple Paladin." 
After I enrolled at Furman, I 
quickly learned that college was more 
than just fun and glamour. I dis­
covered that classes were real, 
and that they could be quite hard. 
Fortunately, I adjusted to the 
academic regimen - and found that 
Furman had plenty of other things 
to offer as well. I became involved 
with various organizations, including 
the Student Alumni Council. 
Like many other new members 
of SAC, I initially questioned the 
importance of an alumni group within 
the student body. And during my 
four years as a member, I've had 
many students ask, "What exactly is 
SAC?" 
The Student Alumni Council's 
main purpose is "to promote the 
interests and goals of Furman alumni 
while encouraging student loyalty to 
the university." SAC plans activities 
designed to appeal to both the 
student body and alumni. We join 
with FUSAB (Furman University 
Student Activities Board) to 
coordinate programs for Home­
coming. In addition to developing 
and organizing Founders Week, we 
help the Alumni Association and 
Development Office with fund-raising 
and Furman Club events. 
I have learned many things from 
my work with SAC and the Alumni 
Association. I have learned that 
alumni love to hear about the latest 
happenings at Furman, and that 
Furman students love to hear stories 
about Furman days of yore. (The 
best ones begin with, "I was at the 
old campus when . . . .  ") I have 
learned that the Furman community 
extends well beyond its beautiful 
campus and that I am part of a 
network that will always be willing to 
help me. 
Lastly, I have learned that the 
smile my dad had at the football game 
is a look that many alumni get when 
recalling their Furman days. It is 
a look of remembrance and amaze­
ment, of longing and contentment. 
More specifically, it is a look of pride 
in what was, is and always will  be a 
great university. 
- Megan Theiling 
The author, a senior communication 
studies major, is president of the 
Student Alumni Council. 
ALUMNI  ACTIVITIES 
Melan ie  Krone jo ins  staff 
We welcome Melanie Krone '94 to the Alumni 
Association staff as associate director for off-campus 
programming. She will coordinate events for 50 
Furman Clubs across the country and will be co-advisor 
of the Student Alumni Council .  
Melanie has a master's degree in counseling from 
the University of Utah and comes to Furman from 
Greenville's Westin Poinsett Hotel. She has also been 
an event coordinator with the Sundance Film Festival 
in Salt Lake City. 
Melanie takes over for Wendy Hamilton '98, who 
leaves to pursue her lifelong dream of becoming a 
nurse. We look forward to working with Wendy on 
the Charlotte (N.C.) Furman Club steering committee ! 
Alumni  Col lege 2002 
Who isn't  interested in achieving optimal health? 
At Furman's Alumni College 2002, you ' ll attend 
seminars and activities designed to help you learn to 
balance the five components of wellness - mental, 
social, emotional, physical and spiritual health. You'll  
learn to manage stress and develop the right diet, and 
you ' ll craft your own personal wellness plan that 
addresses each of the basic components. 
The first Alumni College last summer was a big 
hit, and we believe this year's will be just as stimulating. 
Watch for news from the Alumni Office containing 
dates and complete program information. 
Travel programs set 
The Alumni Association is sponsoring the following 
travel programs in 2002: 
Prague  De luxe Escapade ,  J an uary 3D­
February 6: Prague offers history, culture and Old 
World charm. Enjoy one of Central Europe's most 
interesting cities for a cost of approximately $ 1 ,495 
per person, based on double occupancy. 
Alumni  Col lege in Spain ,  May 27-J u n e  4: 
Experience J aen, Cordoba, Granada and other storied 
areas. All meals, seminars and excursions are included 
at a cost of approximately $2,095 per person, based 
on double occupancy. 
Alumni  Co l lege  in N o rway, S eptember  2-1 0: 
Learn Nordic legends and Viking lore while enjoying 
the beauty of snow-capped peaks, deep gorges and 
thundering waterfalls .  Cost is approximately $2,295 
per person, based on double occupancy. 
For more information, contact the Alumni 
Association, l -800-PURPLE3 . 
Send us your e-mai l  address 
If you would like to receive news and announce­
ments from Furman via e-mail, please send a note 
to alumni@furman.edu and we' ll add your address 
to our growing e-mail directory. 
